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This report is a product of the Defense Science Board (DSB). 
 
The DSB is a Federal Advisory Committee established to provide independent advice to the Secretary of 
Defense. Statements, opinions, conclusions, and recommendations in this report do not necessarily 
represent the official position of the Defense Department (DoD).



OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
3140 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301–3140 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR RESEARCH AND  
ENGINEERING 
 
SUBJECT:  Executive Summary of the Permanent Subcommittee on Strategic Options Study on 
Capabilities for Difficult Target Defeat  
  
 Please see this executive summary of the Defense Science Board Permanent 
Subcommittee on Strategic Options Study on Capabilities for Difficult Target Defeat, chaired by 
me and Gen. Paul Selva, USAF ret. 
 

The DSB Permanent Subcommittee on Strategic Options Study on Capabilities for 
Difficult Target Defeat was established to identify options for mission defeat of difficult targets 
to ensure U.S. operational dominance for various scenarios.  

 
 The study considered: 
 

• Recent intelligence on threat attributes 
• Additional intelligence needed 
• Past related studies and programs 
• “Effects chain” options 
• New system architectures  

 
The study results have been presented to senior DoD leaders. 

 
 
 
 
 
  Dr. Eric D. Evans  
  Chair, Defense Science Board 

DEFENSE SCIENCE 
BOARD 
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Appendix A: Terms of Reference – Permanent 
Subcommittee on Strategic Options Study on 
Capabilities for Difficult Target Defeat 
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